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How does universal screening contribute to student success here in Dansville?
The purpose of a universal screener is to determine the effectiveness of curriculum and instruction in a school and to determine a student’s level of proficiency in essential academic areas.
Universal screeners identify students who are not making acceptable progress in an area.  These students require additional interventions, either in small groups or on an individual basis.  Our universal screeners are housed in the 
AIMSweb
 data base and are accessible to all teachers.  Intervention progress can be monitored with probes found in the same data base.  These probes can be used to determine if the interventions are working for the students.   If progress does not occur, then the interventions can be 
altered (by time frequency etc.) or 
changed. 
   
The
 
reading screeners are described in more detail on page 3
) (
What are the differences between 
an 
accommodation, modification and intervention?
It can be very easy to interchange these three terms.  All three represent types of instruction within the classroom, but only one type of instructional practice is used in 
RtI
.
Let’s explore each of these practices.  
An 
accommodation
 refers to a change in instruction that enables a student to fully access the curriculum without changing the content.  Accommodations are intended to remove barriers to learning while still expecting that students will master the same instructional content as their peers.  Some examples of accommodations may include:  
preferential seating, use of books on tape, extended homework deadline, use of a designated reader, frequent breaks, extended time for tests or special test preparation.  
This is only a partial list.  Think of an accommodation as a change that is designed to help a student overcome or work around a learning problem.
A 
modification
 refers to alterations that change, lower or reduce the learning expectations.  
Modifications can increase the gap
 between the achievement of students with disabilities and expectations for proficiency at a particular grade level.  Examples of modifications may include:  
individualized materials provided to the student, creating individualized benchmarks for the student, a student is involved in the same project theme but is provided different tasks and expectations.
Tier I interventions
 are universal and available to all students.  Most of these are delivered within the classroom.  They are the strategies that instructor
s are likely to put in place (c
ontinued on pg.
3
)
) (
Intervention Times
) (
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Response to Intervention
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ACCOMMODATION and MODIFICATION
VS. INTERVENTION
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RtI
 Trivia: 
With
 an effective curriculum, d
o you remember the pe
rcentage o
f students who should
 be 
showing adequate progress at tier one on the pyramid?
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What, why, who, when and how?
WHAT??
  Individual testing used to determine if interventions are 
working.
WHY??
  A set of data used when
 benchmark and classroom data does 
not provide enough information.
WHO??
  
Administered to students who are “at risk” and are receiving additional interventions.
WHEN??
  
Once per
 month to every two weeks (
for students who 
are
 at a lower
 risk of failing), to once to twice per week (for students who are at a high risk of failing).  
There is no hard and fast rule.
HOW??
  Determine some simple information using the 
student’s 
benchmark data and record the information into the 
AIMSweb
 program.
 Determine the current grade “comfort” 
level of th
e
 student.  Administer several probes to determine functional level.
Administer a probe at the functional level.
Determine the student’s goal (where do you want the student to be at the end of the school year?)
Enter all data into the 
AIMSweb
 program.
Continue monitoring by adding data points periodically to determine if the intervention is working.
This information is being covered in detail in the after school sessions.
) (
A QUICK OVERVIEW
) (
Progress Monitoring Probes
) (
(
Remember that probes are administered at a student’s 
functional
 level, not grade 
level
.
)
Steps to Download:
Step 1:  
Log into program
Step 2:
  Choose the Downloads Tab
Step 3:
  Choose the Curricular area you are looking for and press GO
Step 4:  Choose the correct tab for the test type, example:  MAZE
Step 5:  Choose the grade level.
Step 6:  Choose the probe (use a different probe for each testing session)
Note:  R-CBM – You only need to use one probe per session.
Note:  For all students, if the functional level becomes too easy, you may need to go up a level i.e. 5
th
 to 
6
th
  
grade
.
) (
AIMSweb
To enter the website
 
go
 to
:
https://aimsweb.pearson.com
 
and
 enter the following:
Customer ID:  20483
Your
 Username:  ______
Your
 Password: ______
If you need a copy of your 
user
 name or a temporary
        
password
, please email
            
me
 and I will send it
                    
out
 to you.
) (
PROGRESS MONITORING
)
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.(
cont. from 1) at the first sign that a student is struggling.  These interventions consist of effective, whole-group teaching strategies and modest individualized strategies that the teacher uses with specific students.  These interventions attempt to answer the question:   
“Are routine classroom instructional strategies sufficient to help the student to achieve academic success?”
 
  
Examples include:  use of graphic or
ganizers, identifying similarities and differences & summary strategies.
Tier II intervention strategies
 may also be administered in a classroom setting and may involve a variety of approaches that include opportunities for practice, feedback and error correctio
n for struggling students.  Examples
 may involve
:  
 
changing group size, changing materials and strategies involving presentation of material or moving the student to a different group.
The following sites contain some classroom intervention ideas:
http://special.edschool.virginia.edu/information/interventions.html
www.fcrr.org
www.interventioncentral.org
http://reading.uoregon.edu
) (
ACCOMMODATION & MODIFICATION vs.
 INTERVENTION (CONT.)
) (
Response t
o Intervention
) (
                          AIMSWEB
????
   
MAKING SENSE OF THE TERMS
   
????
BENCHMARK TESTS:
  These tests are taken in the fall, winter and spring and represent the scores that students are expected to achieve at their grade level.
PROGRESS MONITORING TESTS:
  These tests are given to students to determine
 their
 current level of performance.
) (
UNIVERSAL SCREENERS
Just the Facts Please
There are several u
niversal screener tests that we use in Dansville 
and they 
vary by grade level.  
Final determinations on kindergarten and 
first grade winter screeners are still being made.  In this issue
, 
 I
 will overview the 
reading 
screeners we use at grades 2
- 
9.
Reading
There are two tests that are used to screen students for reading:
Curriculum Based Measurement or R-CBM
 is a one minute fluency test used to assess general reading achievement skills.  This test works well to monitor achievement and to assess progress.
 
The test results are c
riterion 
referenced
 and should be viewed using
 the 
2010-11 50% level
 
AIMSweb
 reference
 when viewing the rainbow charts.
MAZE
 
testing is used as a supplemental test when comprehension problems are suspected.    This is a 3 minute test
 used for identifying at-risk students and program evaluation 3 times a year.
The test results are c
riterion referenced
 and should be viewed using the 2010-11 50% level 
AIMSweb
 reference when viewing the rainbow charts.
A student’s current functional level can be determined using the 
AIMSweb
 growth table which can either be downloaded from the site or you can pick up a copy from my office.  
Call me any time and I can drop by for a 
5-
10 minute “how to” on this topic.
) (
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